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ROYAL NAVY AND ARMY MEDICAL SERVICES.
CABINS.

A CIRCULAR letter has recently been issued by the Admiralty
with reference to the appropriation of cabins in H.M. ships,
and notifying certain alterations in Article 537 of the King's
Regulations and Admiralty Instructions.

Special cabins will be appropriated for the executive officer,
the navigating officer, the engineer officer, the medical officer,
the accountant officer, and the chaplain, the particnlar duties of
the officer guiding the selection, and in ships fitted as flag-
ships, for the secretary and flag-lieutenant. The appropria-
lion of these cabins is not to be altered without Admiralty
sanction.
The remaining cabins will be numbered and such numbers

are not to be displaced. So far as circumstances permit, num-
bered cabins are to be provided for all ward-room officers.
When a ship is commissioned officers will be allotted the

numbered cabins in the following order of priority:
I. Watchkeeping lieutenants in the complement.
2. Engineer lieutenants in the complement who keep watch

at sea.
3. Other wardroom officers 'not keeping watch in the order

of their relative seniority.
The subaltern of Marines is, as heretofore, always to have a

cabin.
Officers who have been allotted numbered cabias should be

allowed to choose their particular cabins in the order of their
relative seniority.
There is some reason to fear that under the article as now

modified cases of hardship to naval surgeons may arise,
inasmuch as it will practically abolish the main advantage
attaching to relative rank. Apparently all lieutenants and
engineer lieutenants of whatever seniority will have the right
to claim a cabin before a surgeon unless he be the principal
medical officer of the ship. In our view, every medical officer
borne on the complement of a ship should be provided with
a cabin; but it would appear that in future on large ships the
junior of three, and on smaller vessels the junior of two, may
not be able to obtain a cabin for himself. Much will of
course depend upon how the new regulation is worked; and
should surgeons be deprived of cabins, their existence on
board a man-of-war will be rendered intolerable.

ROYAL ARMY MEDICAL CORPS.
EXAMINATION FOR COMMISSIONS.

As will be seen from the advertisement columns, an examina-
tion for not less than forty commissions in the Royal Army
Medical Corps will be held on January 26th, I906, and
following days. Candidates who are over the regulated limit
of age at the date of the examination will be permitted to
deduct from their actual age any period of service in the field
after October ist, 1899, that they could reckon towards retired
pay and gratuity, if such deduction will bring them within
the age limit. Applieations to compete shouid be made to
the Secretary, War Office, 68, Victoria Street, London, S.W.,
not later than January i6th, i9o6.

INDIAN MEDICAL SERVICE.
EXAMINATIONS FOR COMMISSIONS.

AN examination for the selection of candidates for not less
than twenty-one commissions in the Indian Medical Service
will be held in London on January 23rd, i9o6, and the four
following days. Applications for admis,sion to the examina-
tion must be sent in on or before January gth, I906. Copies
of regulations for the examination togetber with other in-
formation can be obtained on application to the Military
Secretary, India Office, London, S.W.

THE late Dr. William Fuller of Oswestry, who died in
August last, at the age of 88, left estate of the net value of
/41,357.
FREiaC SURGICAL CONGRE8S.-The French Surgical Asso-

ciation will hold its nineteenth congress in Paris in 1907 under
the presidency of Professor Monprofit of Angers. The fol-
lowing questions are proposed for discussion: (C) The surgery
of the large venous trunks, to be Introduced by MM. Lejars
and Morestin; (2) ectopia of the testicle and its complica-
tions, to be introduced by MM. Souligaux and Villard ; (3)
routes and means of access into the thorax from an operative
point of view, to be Introduced by MM. Willems and Loison.

MEDICO-LEGAL AND MEDICO-ETHICAL.
CORONERS AND THE MEDICAL PROFESSION.

The Coronerfor South-West London.
MR. TROUTBECK has again illustrated the peculiar method of his pro-
cedure, a procedure which has been criticized manytimes in our columns
as, if not illegal, certainly inexpedient and calculated to bring the ancient
office of coroner into evil repute. In a report published by the Sun of an
inquest held on November 6th at,Wandsworth, we note the following
points:
The inquest was upon the body of John Wapel, aged 57,fand from the

evidence it appeared that Dr. McMurtry was called in to see the patient
when he was in a dying condition: in fact death took place some twenty
minutes afterwards. Dr. MeMurtry made an examination as best he
could, and found some evidence of bronchitis, but frankly told the
relatives that he could do nothing for the;patient. Quite correctly
he refused to give a certificate of death and an inquest was ordered.
It would naturally have been expected that Dr. McMurtry would
have been directed by the coroner to make a post-mortem examina-
tion, but following his usual procedure Mr. Troutbeck ordered Dr.
Freyberger to perform this, thereby entailing an additional, and, as
we consider, an unnecessary expense to the county. Dr. Freyberger dis-
covered double pneumonia as the result of his special pathological
examination, and the jury returned a verdict of death from natural
causes, and, partly at the instance of the coroner, censured Dr. McMurtry
for wasting the public time, to which censure the learned coroner added
another for "wasting the public money." The coroner, in his summing
up, stated that there really was no c,use for the inquest to have been
held. We fail to see, therefore, why he directed one to be held, seeing
that the coroner is the sole judge of the necsssity, and without his order
none could have been held.
Again, iI there was no necessity for an inquest In this case, a fortiori

there could have been no need to put the public to the cost of
Dr. Freyberger's fees.
The censure directed against Dr. McMurtry was absolutely uncalled-for,

and an abuse of the powers of the coroner's court. This case is an addi-
tional proof of the necessity for amended legislation in this Tespect. The
present Coroners Act is shown by the procedure of Mr. Troutbeck to be
an anachronism, and must, it justice is to be done, be replaced by an
enactment more in accordance with the necessities of the present day.

The Coroner for Manchester.
A correspondent sends us some further partioulars with regard to the

inquest as to the death of an old woman in a lunatic ward of With-.
ington Workhouse, which was referred to in our Manchester correspond-
ence last week.

It appears that the coroner did not call either the visiting or the resi-
dent medical offlaer of the hospital, but asked questions of the supe1in-
tendent of the imbecile wards as to the cause of death, and thus ignored
the direction to call asawitness the legally-qualified medical practitioner
who attended " the deceased at his death or during his last illness."
The case has been discussed by the Chorlton Board of Guardians, and

it is not surprising to learn that they directed their clerk that in future
the Board shall be legally represented at inquests whenever he thinks the
circumstances of the case may require it.

REVIEWS OR MEDICAL WORKS IN THE LAY PRESS.
Ma. }T. K. LBW1S (London) writes: I should be glad if you would allow
me to state in the columns of the BaRITISa MBDICAL, JOUIRNAL that no
copies of Dr. Suckling's recent book were sent to any lay newspaper
from my office. The editorial department of a certain London half-
penny paper sent a special messenger here for an advance copy, but the
application was refused, and the edlitor was informed that any notice of
t.he book in their paper would be regarded as objectionable, and un-
welcome alike to tne author as a prolessional man, and to myself as a
publisher of medical works. Unfortunately, notions of etiquette
apparently do not prevail in certain quarters.

PARTNERSaIP AGREEMENTS.
M.R C.S.-(') A. is senior partner in a firm A. and B. C. contemplates
joiniDg this firm, but in the deed of agreement A. stipulates for absolute
power in the matter of fees, expenses, and whole control of the prac-
tice, and gives his word that whatever he does shall be for the good of
the practice. Should C. consent to do ihis.? (2) The agreement, as sent
to a representative of C., consists of fifty-six pages, and is complicated.
A. urges that the whole business, payment of premium, etc., included,
could be concluded in about a week. . Is not this unusually quick
work? (3) A. is anxious that the agreement should be signed, and the
premium, or the greater part ot it, paid two months before the
partnership actually commences. Is such a payment of premium
usual?

*y* (i) The power claimed by A. is altogether at variance with a part-
nership. if C. consented to it, he would not be a partner really, but
a permanent assistant, with some extra privileges. (2) Under the cir-
cumstances, a longer time than a week should be allowed. (3) It is
usual for a considetable instalment of the premium to be paid on the
signing of the partnership deed.


